
 

TABLE 1103.8 
SMOKE ALARM REQUIREMENTS 

CONDITION LOCATION POWER SUPPLY INTERCONNECTION 
REQUIRED 

Existing buildings 
that do not have 
any smoke alarms 
(same as new). 

In hallways 
outside sleeping 
rooms. In sleeping 
rooms. On each 
level of the 
building and in 
basements. On 
ceiling or wall 
(less than 12 
inches below 
ceiling). 
On center of 
ceiling above 
stairways. 

If constructed on 
or after 8/1/1989, 
smoke alarms are 
required to be 
hard-wired (120 
volt). If 
constructed 
before 8/1/1989, 
smoke alarms can 
be battery-
powered. 

No interconnection is 
required for 
battery-powered 
alarms. 

Existing buildings 
(constructed on or 
after 8/1/1989). 

In hallways 
outside sleeping 
rooms. On each 
level and in 
basements. On 
ceiling or wall 
(less 
than 12 inches 
below ceiling). 

Smoke alarms are 
required to be 
hard-wired (120 
volt). 

No interconnection is 
required. 

Existing buildings 
(constructed 
before 8/1/1989). 

In hallways 
outside sleeping 
rooms. On each 
level and in 
basements. On 
ceiling or wall 
(less 
than 12 inches 
below ceiling). 

Smoke alarms 
can be battery-
powered. 

No interconnection is 
required. 

Replacement of 
smoke alarms in 
existing buildings. 

Smoke alarms 
must be installed 
in same locations 
as originally 
installed. 

Power supply 
must be the same 
as the smoke 
alarms being 
replaced. 

Interconnection must 
be provided if the 
smoke alarms being 
replaced were 
interconnected. 

 

Questions 
Contact the Minnesota State Fire Marshal Division at 651-201-7221 or email the fire code team at 

firecode@state.mn.us.  
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